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2.1. Introduction to Ugaritic Nouns 

 

Ugaritic nouns may be inflected for gender (masculine or feminine), number (singular, dual, or 

plural), case (nominative, genitive, or accusative), and state (absolute, construct, pronominal). 

 

2.2. Basic Morphology of Ugaritic Declensions 

 

The following chart provides the declension of Ugaritic nouns in the absolute state: 

 

 Singular Absolute 

 Masculine Feminine 

Nom. malku malkatu 

Gen. malki malkati 

Acc. malka malkata 

   

   

 Dual Absolute 
 Masculine Feminine 

Nom. malkāmi malkatāmi 

Gen. malkêma malkatêma 

Acc. malkêma malkatêma 

   

   

 Plural Absolute  

 Masculine Feminine 

Nom. malakūma malakātu 

Gen. malakīma malakāti 

Acc. malakīma malakāti 
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2.3. Case Functions 

 

Ugaritic has three cases: the nominative, the genitive, and the accusative.  These cases identify a 

syntactic function of nouns in relationship to other words. 

 

2.3.1.  The Nominative Case 

 

The nominative case is used to identify (a) a subject; (b) a predicate; (c) and is used as a neutral 

case for words in lists. 

 

2.3.2. The Genitive Case 

 

The genitive case is used after prepositions, after nouns in the construct state, and before finite 

verbs to introduce a subordinate clause (as in Akkadian).  The relationship of the genitive to its 

governing preposition is determined by the semantic range of the preposition.   

 

Genitives following construct nouns modify the construct noun adjectivally: it may indicate (a) 

possession; (b) inalienable possession, (c) relationship, the material out of which something is 

made; (d) an attribute of the construct noun; (e) the noun being attributed by the construct noun; 

(e) the agent of a noun’s verbal idea; (f) the recipient of a noun’s verbal idea, etc.   

 

Genitives may be used to introduce relative clauses before finite verbs without the use of a 

relative pronoun as in Akkadian and Hebrew (though the genitive is unmarked in Hebrew). 

 

2.3.3. The Accusative Case 

 

The accusative case is used to modify verbs and has many functions.  It may be used to identify 

(a) the direct object of a transitive verb; (b) the time at which the verbal action occurred; (c) the 

location where the verbal action occurred; (d) the direction toward which something is moving; 

(e) the manner in which an action is being performed; (f) that with respect to which the verb is 

being performed (“in view of” “with regard to”); (g) function as the predicate of the particle of 

non-existence and certain helper verbs (e.g. kwn “to be”).   

 

Double-transitive verbs may take two objects in the accusative case with the following 

relationships: (a) object plus indirect object; (b) object plus means or material; (c) object plus 

particular content.  The accusative may also possibly function as a vocative. 

 

2.4. State 

 

Ugaritic nouns may be in one of three states: absolute, construct, or pronominal.  The absolute 

state is the default state and is used for both determined and undetermined nouns (see below).  

The construct state is used when a nouns is modified adjectivally by a noun in the genitive case.  

No grammatical unit, except before substantives in the genitive case.  The pronominal state is 

used when pronominal suffixes are added to the end of the noun.   

 

The forms of nouns in the absolute state have already been given in section 2.2.  The construct 

state and the pronominal state have identical forms.  Unlike Akkadian, Ugaritic nouns retain their 

case endings in the construct state.  They are identical to nouns in the absolute state except in the 
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masculine dual, feminine dual, and masculine plural.  In each of these cases their mi and ma 

endings disappear, leaving only the case ending.  The following chart illustrates these changes 

(note that the feminine plural has been included only to make the chart complete): 

 

 Dual Construct 
 Masculine Feminine 

Nom. malkā malkatā 

Gen. malkê malkatê 

Acc. malkê malkatê 

   

   

 Plural Construct  

 Masculine Feminine 

Nom. malakū malakātu 

Gen. malakī malakāti 

Acc. malakī malakāti 

 

2.5.  Determination 

 

Ugaritic has no definite article or determined state.  The determination of a noun must be decided 

on the basis of context.  Nouns in the construct and pronominal state are always determined. 

 

2.6. Adverbial Endings 

 

Two adverbial endings may be placed on nouns: the terminative and the locative.   

 

2.6.1.  The Terminative Ending 
 

The terminative ending is h and it is used to indicate motion toward the noun to which it is 

attached and may be used to transform adjectives into adverbs.  The ending is attached to the end 

of the word in place of a case ending and is probably vocalized ah as in Hebrew.   

 

2.6.2.  The Locative Ending. 

 

The locative ending is alef-u (ʾu).  This ending appears in the script only on nouns with final alef 

and, when it occurs, is identical to the nominative ending.  When the locative occurs on words 

that do not end in alef, it is often indicated by the enclitic particle m at the end of the word.  The 

locative is used to indicate location, location in time, instrument, and motion away from. 

 

On infinitive constructs or substantivized verbs the locative ending may indicate purpose or is 

used in proximity to a verb of the same root to enhance the verbal idea in a similar way to the 

infinitive absolute in Hebrew (often translated: really, certainly, truly, indeed, etc.).   

 

2.6.3.  Adverbial -m 

 

An m may be added to the end of the word to give the word an adverbial sense.  This ending may 

also be attached to prepositions. 
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2.7. The Vocative 

 

It is not entirely certain which case ending the vocative takes or if it takes any case ending at all.  

Vocatives are sometimes be identified when: (a) nothing precedes the noun; (b) when it is 

preceded by the particle l; (c) when it is preceded by the particle y; (d) or when it has a first-

person pronominal suffix. 

 

2.8. Apposition 

 

A word in apposition to another word agrees with it in gender, number, and case. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


