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6.1.  Stative Verbs 

 

Stative verbs, also called adjectival verbs, are verbs that mean “to be X” or “to become X”.  

Examples of stative verbs include ָזֵקן (to be old, become old), ָכֵבד (to be heavy, become heavy), 

etc.  The only difference between this paradigm and the one learned in the previous chapter is 

that the vowel under R2 (i.e. the second root radical) in the 3msg is a tsere (see example below) or 

holem rather than a patakh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note that the 3msg stative form is identical in form to the msg of adjectives that come from the 

same root.  ָכֵבד means “he was heavy” while ָכֵבד, which is spelled exactly the same, means 

"heavy".  The context of the passage will determine which one is being used. 

 

 

Perfect 3msg ָכֵבד he was heavy 

 3fsg ְבָדה  she was heavy ָכָּֽ

 2msg  ְדָת  you were heavy ָכב ַ֫

 2fsg  ְדְת  you were heavy ָכב 

 1csg י ְדתִּ  I was heavy ָכב ַ֫

 3cpl ְבדּו  they were heavy ָכָּֽ

 2mpl ם ְדתֶּ  you were heavy ְכב 

 2fpl ן ְדתֶּ  you were heavy ְכב 

 1cpl ְדנּו  we were heavy ָכב ַ֫
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6.2. The Niphal Perfect (Strong)  

 

The various binyanim in the perfect conjugation are easy to learn because the third masculine 

singular form, except in the Qal, is identical to the name of the binyan.  The name of the 

binyanim are based on the third masculine singular forms of the verb ל  So the name Niphal  .ָפע 

comes from ל ְפע  יל Hiphil comes from ,נִּ ְפעִּ  etc.  Knowing this will make the memorization of ,הִּ

the 3msg forms of each binyan in the perfect much easier. 

 

It is best to learn the forms of the binyanim by viewing them side-by-side in a chart and noting 

the differences.  Not only will this reinforce what you memorized with the Qal Perfect, it will 

also make the memorization of the other binyanim much less intimidating.  This is by far the 

easiest way to master the verbal system of Hebrew. 

 

In order to ease you into the process of learning the perfect in the various binyanim, we will begin 

with the Niphal and introduce the remaining binyanim in later lessons.  Note the following forms: 

 

 
 Qal Niphal 

Perfect 3msg ל ל ָקט  ְקט   נִּ
 3fsg ְטָלה ְקְטָלה ָקָּֽ  נִּ
 2msg  ַ֫ ְלָת  ְלָת ָקט ְקט ַ֫  נִּ
 2fsg  ְלְת ְלְת  ָקט  ְקט   נִּ
 1csg י ְלתִּ י ָקט ַ֫ ְלתִּ ְקט ַ֫  נִּ
 3cpl ְטלּו ְקְטלּו ָקָּֽ  נִּ
 2mpl ם ְלתֶּ ם ְקט  ְלתֶּ ְקט   נִּ
 2fpl ן ְלתֶּ ן ְקט  ְלתֶּ ְקט   נִּ
 1cpl ְלנּו ְלנּו ָקט ַ֫ ְקט ַ֫  נִּ

 

The Niphal perfect is characterized by the prefix  ִּנ.  The prefix  ִּנ forms a closed syllable with the 

first root radical (R1) of the verb (the vowel under R1 is a silent shewa).  The rest of the verb is 

identical to the Qal perfect.  As a result, if you know the Qal perfect conjugation well, the Niphal 

perfect is quite easy to memorize; it is only necessary to know how the prefix is added to the 

verb. 

 

Although verbs in the Niphal may have several possible nuances, the default translation for the 

Niphal is passive (i.e. the subject of the clause receives the action – “he was killed”). 

 

There are two ways to memorize these conjugations.  First, memorize them orally.  By saying the 

conjugation repeatedly out loud, the rhythm of the conjugation will be committed to memory.  

Second, write out the Qal perfect and the Niphal perfect in a chart like the one above so that the 

forms can be compared with each other.  Do this over and over again and it will be committed to 

memory.  Use both forms of memorization. 
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6.3.  Independent Personal Pronouns 

 

Independent personal pronouns are used to stand in the place of a substantive (i.e. a word or 

phrase that acts as a noun).  They are independent because they are written as separate words.  

They are personal because they are marked for person (i.e. 3rd person, 2nd person, or 1st person).  

Examples of personal pronouns in English are “I,” “you,” “he,” “she,” “they,” etc. 

 

6.3.1.  Form 

 

3msg הּוא he, it 3mpl ָמה  they ֵהם/ֵהַ֫

3fsg יא ואהִּ /הִּ  she, it 3fpl ָנה  they ֵהן/ֵהַ֫

2msg ָתה ם you 2mpl א  תֶּ  you א 

2fsg  ְת ָנה you 2fpl א  ֵתַ֫ ן/א  תֶּ  you א 

1csg   יא י/ָאֹנכִּ נִּ  I 1cpl   ְחנּוא נ ַ֫  we 

 

Note that each of these forms are nominative in English.  In other words, they function as 

subjects or predicates (he, she, it, I, they, etc.), not as objects (him, her, me, them, etc.).  When a 

personal pronoun is the object of a verb, a different form/construction is used. 

 

The third feminine singular independent personal pronoun occurs as וא  ,in the Torah (Genesis הִּ

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy).  It has the same form as the third masculine singular 

but has the vowel that one would normally expect to see in the third feminine singular.  Both 

forms of the third feminine singular are pronounced identically despite the difference in spelling. 

 

6.3.2. Usage 

 

Independent personal pronouns may be used in several different ways.  This year we will only 

learn two of these. 

 

a) Subject of a Verbless Clause 

 

Independent personal pronouns may function as the subject of a verbless clause, taking the place 

of a previously mentioned substantive. 

 

Genesis 20:2   ְשתֹו א ל־ָשָרה אִּ ְבָרָהם אֶּ ר א  יֹאמֶּ וא יחֹתִּ ו  הִּ  

 And Abraham said concerning Sarah, his wife, “She is my sister.” 

 

b) Focuses Attention on the Subject of a Verbal Clause 

 

Since finite verbs indicate their subject internally in the first and second person and have the 

option of doing so in the third person, it is not necessary to use an independent personal pronoun 

with a finite verb.  Independent personal pronouns used with a finite verb focus attention on the 
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subject of the verb.  Independent personal pronouns must agree with the verb in gender and 

number. 

 

Judges 

10:13 
ם ע   תֶּ ְבדּו א  ְוא  ע  ת  י ו  ם אֹותִּ ְבתֶּ ים א  ז  יםֹלהִּ ֵחרִּ  

 But you have forsaken me and have served other gods. 

 

6.4.  Demonstratives 

 

Demonstratives are words that are used to point to a specific substantive.  Examples of 

demonstratives in English are “this,” “that,” “these,” and “those”.  Demonstrative pronouns add 

more specificity than the simple definite article.  Eg. “the apple” vs. “this apple”. 

 

There are two types of demonstratives in Hebrew: near demonstratives and remote (distant) 

demonstratives.  Examples of near demonstratives in English are “this” and “these”.  Examples of 

remote demonstratives in English are “that” and “those”.  The referent of near demonstratives are 

conceptually closer than that of remote demonstratives.  E.g. “this dog” vs. “that dog”. 

 

6.4.1.  Near Demonstratives (Form) 

 

Form Parsing Translation 

ה  ”msg near dem. “this זֶּ

 ”fsg. near dem. “this זֹאת

ה  ”cpl. near dem. “these ֵאלֶַּ֫

 

6.4.2.  Remote Demonstratives (Form) 

 

Form Parsing Translation 

הּואה    msg remote dem. “that” 

יאה   הִּ  fsg. remote dem. “that” 

ֵהָמהה  ֵהם/ה    mpl. remote dem. “those” 

ֵהָנהה  ֵהן/ה    fpl. remote dem. “those” 

 

6.4.3.  Usage 

 

Demonstratives may be used in several different ways.  This year we will be learning three ways 

that they may be used, each of which correspond to the three usages of Hebrew adjectives. 

 

a) Attributive Usage 

 

Demonstratives used attributively are referred to as demonstrative adjectives.  They usually 

follow the substantive they are modifying and agree with the substantive in gender and number.  

By their very nature, every substantive modified by a demonstrative adjective is definite since 
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demonstratives add more specificity than the definite article.  Both the substantive and the 

demonstrative will take the definite article.1 

 

ה זֶּ ת ה  יִּ ב ַ֫  this house ה 

זֹאת ית ה  ְברִּ  this covenant ה 

ה לֶּ ים ָהֵאַ֫ ְמָלכִּ  these kings ה 

הּוא ֵבן ה   that son ה 

יא הִּ ת ה  ב   that daughter ה 

א   ים ָהֵהםה  ָנשִּ  those men 

ים ָהֵהן ָנשִּ  those women ה 

 

Demonstratives may be used attributively without the definite article when the substantive is 

conceptually definite, eg. proper names. 

 

Substantives may be modified attributively by both demonstrative adjectives and regular 

adjectives at the same time.  In this case, all three terms take the definite article: 

 

ה זֶּ ָגדֹול ה  יש ה   this great man ָהאִּ

 

b) Predicative Usage 

 

Demonstratives used predicatively are referred to as demonstrative pronouns.  Demonstrative 

pronouns never take the definite article but agree with the word they are modifying in gender and 

number. 

 

יש ה ָהאִּ  this is the man זֶּ

ה ָה  לֶּ יםֵאַ֫ ָערִּ  these are the cities 

 

*Only near demonstrative pronouns are used predicatively.  In other words, remote 

demonstrative pronouns may only be used attributively. 

 

c) Substantival Usage 

 

Near demonstrative pronouns may also be used by itself as a substantive to refer to a previously 

mentioned substantive, a previously mentioned action or event, or a statement that is about to be 

made.  When referring to a substantive, it will take the gender and number of the substantive it is 

referring to.  When referring to an action, event, or statement, it will most appear in the feminine.  

When the demonstratives are used as substantive, they do not take the definite article.  Note the 

following examples: 

                                                      
1 There are only four exceptions to this rule as it relates to the remote demonstrative adjectives: Genesis 19:33, 

30:16, 32:23, and 1 Samuel 19:10.  In these passages the demonstrative is written without the article. 
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ֵרי־זֹאתאח    after this 

ל־זֹאת  because of this ע 

ע ַ֫  ְמעּו־זֹאת ֵבית־י  קֹבשִּ  Hear this, O house of Jacob! 

ה ֵענּו זֶּ ה־יֹשִּ  ?How can this man (i.e. ‘this one’) save us מ 

י ָשה כִּ ָקֵרא אִּ ק   ְלזֹאת יִּ ָּֽ יש ל  ָחה־זֹאתֵמאִּ  
He called her (i.e. ‘this one’) “woman” because 

she (i.e. ‘this one’) was taken from man. 
  

 

d)  Demonstratives may also be used in other ways but these will be addressed when they are 

encountered. 

 

6. 5. Vocabulary 

 

Verbs (Qal) 

 
 Perfect English Card Number 

ן .1  to give, put, set 26 ָנת 

 

 

Verbs (Niphal) 

 
 Root Niphal (Pf) English (Niphal)2 Card Number 

ם .1 ם ָלח  ְלח   to fight, do battle with, attack 249 נִּ

ע .2 ע ָשב  ְשב   to swear, take an oath 236 נִּ

 

Indpendent Personal Pronouns 

 
 Hebrew English Card Number 

 he, it 31 הּוא .1

וא .2 יא/הִּ  she, it 104 הִּ

ָתה .3  you (msg) 67 א 

יא   .4 י/ָאֹנכִּ נִּ  I 52,136 

ָמה .5  they (mpl) 88 ֵהם/ֵהַ֫

ם .6 תֶּ  you (mpl) 166 א 

ְחנּוא   .7 נ ַ֫  we 330 

 

 

                                                      
2 Note once again that the definition of a word in the Niphal should be based on the definition given in the 

vocabulary.  In other words, these definitions do not need to be put in the passive voice: the definitions given here 

are, in fact, what they mean in the Niphal.  While many verbs in the Niphal have a passive sense, this is not always 

the case. 
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Demonstratives 

 
 Hebrew English Card Number 

ה .1  this 35 זֶּ

 this 79 זֹאת .2

ה .3  these 68 ֵאלֶַּ֫

 that 31 הּוא .4

יא .5  that 104 הִּ

 those 88 ֵהם/ֵהָמה .6

 

Personal Nouns 

 
 Hebrew English Card Number 

ד .1  David 982 ָדוִּ

ְשָרֵאל .2  Israel 981 יִּ

ֹוֵסףי .3  Joseph - 

 

6.6.  Homework 

 

Translate the following sentences.  Be able to pronounce each sentence out loud.  Be able to parse 

every verb and to analyze each noun and adjective. 

 

יא׃ ָּֽ הִּ יר ה  י ְגדֹוָלה ָהעִּ יר3 כִּ ד ָבעִּ ם ָדוִּ ְלח   1( לֹא נִּ
 
 

 
 

 

 

ן א  ( נָ 2 ץ ה  ת  רֶּ ת־ָהָאַ֫ ים אֶּ זֹאת ָלעָ  הּטֹובָ ֹלהִּ י הּואה  יק ם כִּ ָּֽ דִּ ׃צ   
 
 

 
 

                                                      
3 The preposition  ְב indicates what the war or battle is being fought against.  How you translate it will depend on what 

English verb you use to translate the Hebrew verb ם ְלח   You may not want to translate it at all if English idiom does  .נִּ

not require it.  However, whenever you add a word or leave something untranslated you need to be able to justify 

your decision.  Remember this for the next time you see the same construction. 
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ף ( 3 ְרנּו ְליֹוֵסֵ֑ יםָאמ ַ֫ ה׃ לֹא טֹובִּ לֶּ ים ָהֵאָּֽ ְדָברִּ ה   
 
 

 

 

 

ָּֽ ים ׃ ם לֵ אֹלהִּ ְעתֶּ י לֹא ְשמ  ְשָרֵאל כִּ ל4־יִּ ם ע  ְמתֶּ ְלח   4( נִּ
 
 

 
 

 

י לְ 5 יא כִּ הִּ ץ ה  רֶּ ְשָרֵאל ָבָאַ֫ ב יִּ ן א  ( ָיש  ְבָרָהם ָנת  ת־ָהָאַ֫ א  ים אֶּ ץֹלהִּ יא רֶּ ָּֽ הִּ ׃ה   
 
 

 
 

 

6 ֵ֑ י ְלָדוִּ ְרתִּ יש׃( ָאמ ַ֫ ָּֽ ה ָהאִּ ָת  ד א   

 

 

 

 

 

ְך ( ָגדֹול7 לֶּ מֶַּ֫ ם׃ ה  ן־ָהָעָּֽ מִּ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
ל 4  .”can also mean “against ע 
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ן־ָהָאב ְונָ 8 ֵבן מִּ ת־ה  ְך אֶּ לֶּ מֶַּ֫ ח ה  ֹול׃( ָלק  ת ָגדָּֽ יִּ ן ָלָאב ב ַ֫ ת   

 

 

 

 

 

 

ל־ָה 9 ְשָרֵאל ְויֹוֵסף אֶּ ְלכּו יִּ יר( ָהָּֽ ָּֽ ְשבּו ָבעִּ י ָיָּֽ יר כִּ יא עִּ ָּֽ הִּ ׃ה   

 

 

 

 

 

ים ( ָיְָּֽשבּו ָהא  10 תִּ ים ָבָבָּֽ ה יםְגדֹולִּ ה  ָנשִּ לֶּ ֵאָּֽ ׃ה   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


