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5.1. Independent Personal Pronouns 

 

Personal pronouns are words or grammatical forms that are used (a) when the speaker wishes to 

refer to himself/herself in a direct way (i.e. first person - I, my, me, we, us), (b) when the speaker 

wishes to address someone directly (i.e. second person - you), or (c) when the speaker wishes to 

refer to a noun or a person indirectly without using either the noun or the name of the person they 

are referring to (i.e. third person - he, his, him, she, her, they, them).   

 

Classical Syriac has two types of personal pronouns: (a) pronouns that can be attached directly to 

the end of a word, a preposition, or a particle (known as pronominal suffixes) and (b) pronouns 

that typically appear independently and function as the subject of a clause (known as independent 

personal pronouns).  The focus in this section will be on independent personal pronouns. 

 

Independent personal pronouns are marked (i.e. have separate forms) for person (first, second, or 

third), gender (masculine, feminine, or common), and number (singular or plural).  The following 

chart provides the forms for independent personal pronouns in Classical Syriac: 

 

Table 5.1 – The Independent Personal Pronouns 

3msg ܼ 3 ܗܘmpl ܼ ܢܸܗܢܘ  

3fgs  ܼ3 ܗܝfpl ܼܢܹܢܝܸܗ  

2msg ܼ ܢ̄ܬ  ܼ 2mpl ܐ   ܢ̄ܬ  ܢܘ ܼܐ    

2fsg ܼ ܢ̄ܬ  ܝܐ    2fpl ܼܹ ܢ̄ܬ  ܝܢܐ    

1csg ܼܵܢܐܸܐ  1cpl 
 ܼ
ܢܚܢ   
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Independent personal pronouns can be used in several different ways.  Note the following 

examples (the relevant portions are highlighted):1 

 

a) Independent personal pronouns can function as the subject of a verbal clause. 

 

Genesis 3:15  

Syriac English 

ܼܢܕܘ ܼܫܼܪܹܼܫܼܵܟܼܘܐ  ܼܢܼ̄ܬܼܬܸܼܡܚܹܼܝܘܗܝܼ ܗܘ 
.ܗܩܒܹܼܒܥܸܼ  

He will trample on your head and you will strike 

him on his heal. 

 

b) Independent personal pronouns can resume the subject of a verb when there are several 

intervening words between the subject and the verb.  This is done both for clarification and for 

the sake of emphasis.  

 

Genesis 15:4  

Syriac English 

ܼܼܢܹܼܐܪܵܬܼܟܼܵܗܼܢܼܵܐ.ܼ
ܵ

ܼܪܼܠܹܼܗܼܵܡܼܪܝܼܵܐ.ܼܼܠ ܘܸܐܼܡ  
ܼܟܼܕܢܼܵܦܹܼܩܼܡܸܼܢܼܚ  ܼܵܨܼܟܼܗܘ ܼܼ

ܵ
ܼܼܒܪ

ܵ
ܸܐܼܠ

ܟ.ܐܪܵܬܼܢܹܼ  

And the Lord said to him, “This one will not be your 

heir but your son, who will come out from your own 

body2 – he will be your heir.   

 

c) Independent personal pronouns can function as the subject of a verbless clause. 

 

Genesis 3:19  

Syriac English 

ܼܐܼ
ܵ
ܦܪ ܼܠܥ ܼ 

 
ܼܬܼܘ 
ܼܐܼܐ  ܼܢ̄

ܵ
ܦܪ ܡܸܼܛܼ ܠܼܕܥ ܼ 

ܟ.ܗܦܘ ܼܬܸܼ  

Because you are dust and to dust you will return.  

 

d) Independent personal pronouns can serve to clarify or further define the subject of a clause. 

 

Genesis 13:1  

Syriac English 

ܼܡܼܸܡܼܢܼܡܸܼܨܪܹܼܝܢܼܗܘ ܼܼ
ܵ
ܒܪ ܣܠܸܼܩܼܐ  

 
ܘ 

ܢ̄ܬܹܬܗ ܗܬܼܠܹܼܠܼܕܐܝܼ ܘܟܼ ܼܘܐ    

Then Abram went up from Egypt – he, his wife, and 

all that belonged to him. 

 

 

                                                      
1 The full form of independent personal pronouns, as opposed to the enclitic forms given in section 5.2 below, are 

used quite frequently in the Peshitta version of the Old Testament and often correspond to how independent personal 

pronouns are used in those passages in Hebrew.  The enclitic form of the independent personal pronoun is used more 

frequently in the Peshitta version of the New Testament and in later Syriac writings.  
2 Lit. loin, back, hip, or haunch. 
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5.2. Enclitic Independent Personal Pronouns 

 

In addition to the basic forms given above for independent personal pronouns, Classical Syriac 

also has another set of forms for independent personal pronouns that are referred to as enclitics.  

The term enclitic refers to a word that is pronounced with very little emphasis, is joined in 

pronunciation with the word that comes immediately before it. and, in some situations, is 

combined with the previous word to form a single word.  Examples of enclitics in English include 

the ’s in the word it’s (where the ’s represents the word “is”) and the n’t in the word shouldn’t 

(where the n’t represents the word not). 

 

In Classical Syriac, enclitic independent personal pronouns usually appear as separate words   

and are typically shorter than regular independent personal pronouns in both pronunciation and 

spelling.  However, some forms can be attached directly to a participle. The following chart 

provides the forms for Enclitic Independent Personal Pronouns:  

 

Table 5.2 – Enclitic Independent Personal Pronouns  

3msg ܼܘ̄ܗ ܢܘ ܢܸܐܼ 3mpl (w) ܘ ,  

3fgs ̄ܗܝ (y) 3fpl ܼܹܢܝܢܸܐ  

2msg ܼ ܘ ܢ 2mpl ܬ   ܬ 

2fsg ܝ ܝܢ 2fpl ܬ  ܹ  ܬ 

1csg ܼ̄ܵܢܐܐ  1cpl ܵܢܐ ,
 ܼ
ܢܢ  ܢ ,  ̄ܚܢ  

 

Enclitic independent personal pronouns can be used in several different ways: 

 

a) Enclitic independent personal pronouns can be used as the subject of a verbless clause.  Note 

the following examples: 

 

Genesis 12:19  

Syriac English 

. ܪܬܼܕܵܚܬܝܼ̄ܗܝܼ 
ܠܵܡܵܢܐܼܸܐܡ  

 
 .”Then why did you say, “She is my sister ܘ 

 

b) Enclitic independent personal pronouns can be used as the subject of a participle.  Participles 

will be dealt with in a later chapter but note the following examples: 
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Synodicon Orientale (Introduction)  

Syriac English 

ܢܼ ܢܼ̄ܚܢ   ܵܗܐܼܚ  ܼܝܼܵܐܼܟܼܵܬܒܝܼ 
ܵ
ܠ ܕܼܐ   ܒܝ ܼ 

ܵܗܼܢܣܘ ܼ
ܼܘܼܕܸܐܼܩܼܵܝܼ ܕܼ  ܢܼܢܼܡܸܼܢܼܙܒ ܼ ܒ ܼ ܙܡܝܼܒ ܼ ܣܝ ܼ ܬܬ 

ܼܒܼܵܐ  ܼ
ܼܐܼܒܐ  ܼܫܹܼܕܝܼ ܢܼܩ ܼ ܝ ܼ ܗ ܵ

ܵ
ܕܢܵܚܐ.ܬܪ ܐܼܕܡ    

By the hand of the living God we are writing out the 

synodicals that were set down from time to time by 

our holy fathers in the region of the east. 

 

 

Liber de Unione (Introduction)  

Syriac English 

ܢܼ ܢ   ܫܪܝ 
ܼܢܼܡ  

 
ܒܪ 
 
ܵܚܐܼܣ  ܟܼܡܫܝ 

 
ܝܠ  ܠܼܚ   ܥ  

ܵܬܐܼܘܥ ܼ  ܗܘ 
ܵ
ܠ ܠܼܐ   ܼܥ  

ܵ
ܡܠܵܠ ܟܸܬܒܼܡ   ܠܼܠܡ  

ܵܬܐܼ ܚܵܕܝܘ 
 
ܵܦܐܼܕ 

ܪܨܘ  ܠܼܦ   ܵܬܐܼܘܥ   ̄ܐܵܢܫܘ 
 ܵܗܸܕܐܼܣܓܝܕܬܐ.

By your strength, O Messiah, our hope, we are 

beginning to write out the discourse concerning the 

deity and concerning the humanity and concerning 

the person of this venerable union. 

 

c) Third person enclitic independent personal pronouns can be used in a way that is virtually 

equivalent to the present tense of the verb “to be” in English.  Using the terminology traditionally 

used in Syriac grammar, this is referred to as a substitute for the copula (i.e. the verb “to be”).  

Third person enclitic independent personal pronouns can be used in this way whether the subject 

of the clause is third, second, or first person.  Note the following examples: 

 

John 3:6   

Syriac English 

ܼܐܼ̄ܗܼܘ.ܼܼ
ܵ
ܼܐܼܒܸܼܣܪ

ܵ
ܕܼܡܸܼܢܼܒܸܼܣܪ ܠܝܼ  ܸܡܕܸܼܡܼܕܝܼ 

ܕܼܡܸܼܢܼܪܘ ܼܚܼܵܐܼܪܘ ܼܚܼܵܐܼ̄ܗܼܘ. ܠܝܼ   ܘܡܸܼܕܸܼܡܼܕܝܼ 
That which is born from flesh is flesh and that which 

is born from the Spirit is spirit. 

 

d) Enclitic independent personal pronouns in the third person plural can be used as the direct 

object of a verb.  Note the following examples: 

 

Genesis 1:17   

Syriac English 

ܥܼܵܐܼ ܼܪܩܝܼ 
 
ܼܵܗܼܐܼܒܐ 

ܵ
ܼܢܼܐ  ܼܠ

ܼܒܼܸܐܼܢܘ  ܼܝܗ  
 
ܘ 

ܵܝܐ. ܫܡ  
 
 ܕ 

And God set them in the expanse of the sky. 

 

5.3. Pronominal Suffixes on Prepositions  

 

In addition to independent personal pronouns and enclitic independent personal pronouns, 

Classical Syriac also has pronouns that can be attached to the end of prepositions, nouns, verbs, 

and the particle ܕ.  These pronouns are referred to as pronominal suffixes.  The focus of this 

section will be on pronominal suffixes on prepositions and the particle ܕ.   
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Pronominal suffixes are attached directly to the preposition that governs them.  When attached to 

the particle ܕ, the particle ܕ takes the form ܠ -ܕܝ   The following chart provides the forms  .(ܠ + ܕ) 

for pronominal suffixes that are used with most prepositions as well as the particle ܕ with 

examples of how they appear on the preposition ܠ, the preposition ܸܡܢ, and the particle ܕ: 
 

Table 5.3 – Pronominal Suffixes on Prepositions and the Particle ܕ  

3msg ܗ ܹܹ ܹܠܗ (from him) ܸܡܹܢܗ (to him) ܹܠܗ   (his) ܕܝ 

3fgs ܗ ܹܵ
ܗ 

ܵ
ܗܸܡܢܼܵ (to her) ܠ  (from her) ܼ

ܵ
ܠ ܗܕܝ   (her) 

2msg ܟ ܹܵ ܟ 
ܵ
ܟܸܡܢܼܵ (to you) ܠ  (from you) ܼ

ܵ
ܠ ܟܕܝ   (your) 

2fsg ܟ ܝܹܹ ܝܹܠܟ   (to you) ܼܹܝܟܸܡܢ  (from you) ܼܹܠ ܝܟܕܝ   (your) 

1csg  ܼܝ or ܝܼ ܠ ܝ  (to me) ܸܡܢܝ (from me)3 ܠܝ  (my) 4ܕܝ 

3mpl ܗܘ ܢܠ ܗܘ ܢ  (to them) ܗܘ ܢܸܡܢ  (from them) ܠ ܗܘ ܢܕܝ   (their) 

3fpl ܹܗܝܢܠ ܹܗܝܢ  (to them) ܹܗܝܢܸܡܢ  (from them) ܠ ܹܗܝܢܕܝ   (their) 

2mpl ܘ ܢܟ ܘ ܢܠܟ   (to you) ܘ ܢܟܸܡܢ  (from you) ܠ ܘ ܢܟܕܝ   (your) 

2fpl ܠܹܟܝܢ ܹܟܝܢ (to you) ܹܟܝܢܸܡܢ  (from you) ܠ ܹܟܝܢܕܝ   (your) 

1cpl ܢ 
 ܹ ܢ 

 
 (to us) ܠ 

 ܼ
ܢܸܡܢ   (from us) ܼ

 
ܠ  ܢܕܝ   (our) 

  

Note that pronominal suffixes can be used on the preposition ܠ to indicate a definite direct object 

of a verb.  The only exceptions, as mentioned earlier, are the 3mpl and 3fpl forms: the 3mpl and 

3fpl enclitic independent personal pronouns are used as direct objects for a verb. 

 

In addition to the pronominal suffixes used above, Classical Syriac also has another set of 

pronominal suffix forms that are used with the preposition ܠ  5:ܥ  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                      
3 Note that the suffix is not pronounced on this form.  This happens whenever the word the suffix is being attached to 

already has a vowel in the word.  The same thing is true with the word ܕܝ ܠ.  The suffix is pronounced with the 

preposition ܠ because the preposition ܠ has no vowel of its own. 
4 Note that the pronominal suffix in this case is silent. 
5 These endings are also used with the preposition ܩܵܕܡ (“before, ahead”). 
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Table 5.4 – Pronominal Suffixes on ܠ   ܥ  

3msg ܘ̄ܗܝ ܹܵ ܘ̄ܗܝ 
ܵ
ܠ  (on him) ܥ  

3fgs ܝܗ ܹܹ ܹܠܝܗ   (on her) ܥ  

2msg ܝܟ   ܹ ܝܟ 
 
ܠ   (on you) ܥ  

2fsg ܝܟܝ   ܹ ܝܟܝ 
 
ܠ   (on you) ܥ  

1csg ܝ   ܹ ܝ 
 
ܠ   (on me) ܥ  

3mpl ܼ ܝܗܘ ܢܹ   ܝܗܘ ܢ 
 
ܠ   (on them) ܥ  

3fpl ܝܹܗܝܢ   ܹ ܝܹܗܝܢ 
 
ܠ   (on them) ܥ  

2mpl ܝܟܘ ܢ   ܹ ܝܟܘ ܢ 
 
ܠ   (on you) ܥ  

2fpl ܝܹܟܝܢ   ܹ ܝܹܟܝܢ 
 
ܠ   (on you) ܥ  

1cpl ܝܢ   ܹ ܝܢ 
 
ܠ   (on us) ܥ  

 

These endings will be discussed in a later chapter since they are identical with pronominal 

suffixes attached to plural nouns. 

 

5.4. Vocabulary 

 

Verbs 

ܠ  to go, to turn ܐܙ  

ܬ  to go down, to descend, to return, to be a descendant of ܢܚ  

 

Nouns   

Singular Plural Meaning 

ܼ
ܵ

ܝܵܠ ܹܵܠܼ ܚ   ܝ  ܵܘܵܬܐ ,ܚ  
ܵ
ܠ ܝ   power, force, strength, possessions, powers (pl.) ܚ  

ܼ ܵܟܗܵܢܐ ܹܢܐܵܟܗ   priest 

ܵܬܐ ܠܟܘ  ܼ ܡ   ܡ  
ܵܘܵܬܐܠܟܼ   kingdom 

ܼ ܵ ܐܸܡܠܬ  ܹܵܠܼ   word, thing/affair, case/cause, Word (.f) ܸܡ 

ܐܵܥܠܹܡ ܼ ܵܥܠܵܡܐ  eternity, world 

ܵܚܐ ܵܚܵܬܐ̈ܪ ܪܘ  ܘ   (f.) wind, spirit  

 

 

Particles 

ܹܠܗ  his ܕܝ 



Independent Personal Pronouns, Pronominal Suffixes on Prepositions 

Mark Steven Francois (Ph.D., The University of St. Michael’s College) 
 41 

 
 

5.5. Homework 

 

a) Using practice sheet 5.1, memorize the paradigms given for regular independent personal 

pronouns and enclitic independent personal pronouns. 

 

b) Using practice sheet 5.2, memorize the two paradigms for pronominal suffixes on prepositions 

and particles in tables 5.3 and 5.4 above. 

  

c) Memorize the vocabulary in 5.4 above.  Make sure you are able to translate the words from 

Syriac to English as well as English to Syriac.  For helps with memorizing the vocabulary, see 

resources for week 4 at https://markfrancois.wordpress.com/syriac-grammar/. 

 

d) Using exercise sheet 5.3, translate the sentences from Syriac to English. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://markfrancois.wordpress.com/syriac-grammar/
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